
INTRODUCTION
• The Golden orb-weaver is indigenous (native) to 

continental North and South America. 

• The Golden orb-weaver is the largest orb weaving spider 
and one of the largest spiders in The Bahamas. 

• These spiders go by other names such as the Banana 
Spider and Golden Silk Spider.

• Females can create massive webs. Sometimes over 3ft 
wide. 

• They produce seven (7) different types of silks 

ORDER FAMILY GENUS SPECIESCLASSPHYLUMKINGDOM
Araneae Nephilidae Trichonephila clavipes ArachnidaArthropodaAnimalia

CONSERVATION STATUS

• There are 12 known species of Golden orb- 
weaver on Earth.

• Golden orb-weavers got their name from the 
golden colour of their silk, their red, brown and 
yellow colorations and spiral wheel shaped webs.

• Golden orb-weavers produce the second 
strongest natural fibre. Their silk has been of 
particular interest in biomedical and regenerative 
research involving the nervous system.

DID YOU KNOW !

HABITAT
• Bahamian Dry 

(Coppice) forests 
• Scrublands

Golden Orb-Weaver
 Trichonephila clavipes

Type Characteristics & Uses

1. Tubuliform forms the tough outer shell of egg cases

2.Aciniform
flexible and used for wrapping prey and 
insulating egg cases.

3. Minor 
ampullate used as scaffolding during web building.

4. Major 
ampullate

strong and used in structures that requires
stability (e.g center of webs).

5.Piriform
used to cement fibers and other structures 
together.

6. Flagelliform very sticky and used in capturing of prey

7. Aggregate. very sticky and used in capturing of prey
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